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The  Lord  hath  created  Medicines  oat  of  the  Earth ,  and 
he  that  is  wife  will  not  abhor  them  ;  and  hath  given 
Men  Power  and  Skill  that  he  might  be  honoured  in 
bis  marvellous  Works,  Ecclus.  xxxviii.  4,  6. 

Exiflimo  Deum  perfe&e  8c  fufficienter  in  Simpliei- ; 
bus  compofuiffe  complete  morbornm  quorumcun- 

que  remedia. - Felix  idle  qui  Simplicibus  tuto 

atque  prompte  novit  tollere  &  conculcare  mor- 
bos.  Helmont. 
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A  BRIEF 

CCOUN 

OF  A 

Specifick  Remedy 


For  Curing  the 


&c. 


SI*,  : 

IN  compliance  with  your  late  Requell,  I 
have  Tent  you  a  Ihort  Account  of  my  Spt- 
“fi™  Remedy  for  curing  the  Kinfs-EviL 
a  Diftemper,  you  know,  I  was  from  my  In- 
ancy  extremely  afflicted  withal ;  which  conti- 
nued  fo  many  Years  on  me,  with  that  Violence, 
that  all  Hopes  of  Cure  were  given  over  by  my 
Friends  and  Self  The  Diftemper  had  feiz  d 
upon  both  my  Arms,  upon  my  Right-Hand, 
the  Fore-finger  of  my  Left,  and  alfo  upon 
both  my  Feet,  in  fflch  a  degree,  that  feveral 
Surgeons  were  of  Opinion,  that  both  Hands 
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and  feet  muff:  be  cut  off.  The  Humour  like^ 
wife  fell  with  that  Severity  on  both  Eyes, 
that  the  Sight  of  each  was  judged  irrecovera¬ 
bly  loft.  In  fine,  my  whole  Body  became  fo 
extremely  Weak  and  Feeble,  with  continual 
Runnings  in  fo  many  places,  that  for  many 
Years  I  could  neither  go  nor  (land,  without 
Crutches.  In  this  mi fer able  Condition,  (with¬ 
out  any  hopes  or  profped  pf  Relief  )  i  lived 
many  Years,  until  it  pleafed  God  to  dire  A  me 
unto  the  Knowledge  of  thofe  Means,  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  Effects  whereof  as  much  exceeded 
mine  and  all  other  Peoples  Expectations,  as 
the  Benefit  reaped  did  my  Merits  \  by  the  life 
whereof,  God  be  praifed,  in  a  very  few 
Months,  I  became  perfe&ly  Sound  and  Well. 
It’s  now  full  twenty  Years  fince  I  was  heal'd, 
enjoying  as  good  Health  and  Sight  as  moll 
People  do,  without  any  Fear  or  Apprehen¬ 
sion  of  a  Relapfe,  being  able  to  endure  the 
cold  eft  Weather,  to  read  until  Midnight,  and 
to  walk  as  much  Ground,  every  Day,  as  the 
generality  of  People  do,  without  fuffering 
any  Prejudice  thereby.  I  once  thought, .  as 
in  oft  People  do,  that  the  King's-Evil^  efpecial- 
ly  in  fuch  a  high  degree  as  1  had  it,  was  in¬ 
curable  j  and  1  had  reafon  to  believe  it,  after 
many  Years  Endeavours  had  been  fpent  for  a 
Cure  to  fo  little  Purpofe,  concluding,  that 
when  the  Endeavours  of  many  able  and  skil¬ 
ful  Phyficians,  had  all  along  proved  ineffectual, 
there  remain7 d  nothing  more  to  be  done.  As 
my  fad  Condition  made  me  a  diligent  Enqui¬ 
rer  after  all  fort  of  Remedies  ^  fo  I  never 
declined  the  ufe  of  any  Means,  which  might 
give  me  the  leaft  hopes  or  profpedt  of  Succeft® 
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I  was  ftroaked  twice  by  King  Charles  II.  and 
thrice  by  King  James .  It’s  incredible,  to  tell 
the  great  Quantities  of  Purges,  Fomits,  Diet > 
Drinks,  Lime-Waters  ,  Millipedes,  Rue -Whitlow* 
Grafs  \  befides  many  other  things  which  I  have 
taken  in  my  Time :  But  nothing  availed,  until 
it  pleafed  God,  by  a  wonderful  Providence, 
to  direft  me  to  the  Knowledge  of  this  Sped - 
fick  Remedy ,  which  exceeded  all  my  Hopes  and 
Expectations. 

Now,  in  order  to  give  you  fome  Account 
of  this  Cure  on  myfelf }  It  providentially  came 
into  my  Mind,  to  make  Experiment  of  one 
Angle  Remedy,  believing,  that  Simplicity  of 
Medidne  might  be  as  effedual,  as  that  of  Diet. 
The  ufe  whereof,  firlt  of  all,  I  begun  inter- 
nally,  with  five  or  fix  Grains,  Morning  and 
Evening,  in  a  Glafs  of  Spring-water  *,  And 
for  external  Application,  I  ufed  an  Ointment 
and  Cerecloth ,  made  with  the  fame  Remedy. 
This  Method  I  continued  fome  time  •,  but  af¬ 
terwards,  with  much  greater  Advantage,  I 
infufed  a  certain  Quantity  of  this  Spedfick  Re¬ 
medy  in  a  Gallon  of  Spring-water,  which, 
when  it  was  fine  and  clear,  became  my  con- 
ftant  Drink,  abfolutely  abftaining  from  all  o- 
ther  Liquors,  except  a  Glafs  of  Wine  now 
and  then,  at  Meals.  By  that  time  I  had  drunk 
of  this  Spedfick  Water  1 8  or  20  Days,  I  per¬ 
ceiv’d  my  Sores  to  run  with  a  much  greater 
Flux  of  Matter,  than  ever  I  knew  them  do  be¬ 
fore.  Alfo,  feveral  foul  and  rotten  Bones,  in 
feverai  Joints,  came  forth,  without  any  Pain 
or  Trouble.  And  like  wife,  fome  hard  and 
unulcerated  Swellings  all  waged,  and  went  away 
with  the  like  Eafe.  My  Strength  alfo  increa- 
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fed  con fider ably,  and  my  ufual  Pains  (upon 
any  fudden  Change  of  Weather)  ceafed  with 
fuch  a  vifible  Alteration  throughout  my  whole 
Conftitution,  that,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  I 
thought  rnyfelf,  in  a  manner,  new  created* 
Two  Things  I  obferved  very  ftrange  and  un¬ 
accountable  :  The  Firft  was,  That  whereas  my 
Sores,  for  the  fir  ft  Month  or  fix  Weeks,  ran 
fo  exceffively,  that  one  would  have  thought  it 
impoflible  to  fubfift  under  fo  great  a  Con¬ 
firm  ption  *,  yet  my  Strength  increafed  the 
more  ;  and  by  how  much  the  more  plentifully 
the  Humour  fpeftt  itfelf  this  way,  by  fo  much 
the  more  hearty  and  ftrong  I  perceiv’d  rnyfelf 
to  grow.  The  other  thing  1  obferved,  was, 
That  my  Vriher  after  fome  time  taking  of  this 
Sfecifick  Remedy ,  did  become  as  thick  and  ropy, 
as  tho’  it  had  been  blended  with  Whites  of 
Eggs,  or  f°me  fuch-like  vilcous  Matter,  which 
continu’d  until  all  my  Sores  healed,  as  they 
did  perfe&ly  in  about  eight  Months,  or  fome- 
thing  lefs.  During  which  Courfe,  I  never 
found  the  leaft  Tendency  or  Difpofition  unto 
Sicknefs,  or  any  other  Inconveniency  whatfo* 
ever,  attend  the  ufe  of  thefe  Means,  but 
fuch  a  difference  for  Eafe,  that  there  was  no 
Comparifon  between  this  Method  of  Cure, 
and  thofe  I  had  been  formerly  treated  withah 
So  eafy  and  pleafant  in  its  Operation,  and 
withal  fo  Efficacious. 

1  think,  it  may  from  hence  be  concluded, 
in  the  general,  that  this  Difeafe  may  be  led, 
but  not  driven  *,  and  that  the  gentleft  Methods 
in  any  Man’s  Hands,  will  be  always  likely  to 
prove  the  moft  fuccefsful.  Men  may  falivate 
and  purge  their  Guts  out,  and  not  move  it; 

and 
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and  yet  there  may  be  Tome  Simples  and  Me; 
thods  of  Diet ,  which  will  effectually  remove 
it,  with  infinite  lefs  Trouble  and  Vexation 
than  what  People  commonly  undergo  in  thefe 
Cafes.  I  can  truly  affirm,  from  my  own  Ex¬ 
perience,  the  greater  Violence  I  was  treated 
withal  by  others,  by  fb  much  the  worfe  it 
fared  with  me.  The  fame,  I  very  well  re¬ 
member,  was  the  ufual  Complaint  of  all  my 
Fellow-Sufferers,  whereof  1  had  a  great  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  who  are  long  fince  expired,  much 
the  fooner,  1  fear,  for  that  very  Reafon. 

Having  thus  let  forth  the  Benefits  I  have 
experienced  from  this  Specifick  Remedy,  it  may 
be  expedted  that  I  fhould  give  fome  Account 
ot  the  Nature  and  Quality  thereof,  by  telling 
the.  World  fome  pompous  Stories  of  what 
Tribe  its  defcended,  whether  it  be  Animal 
Mineral,  or  Vegetable  ;  Alkdy,  or  Add,  or 
the  bke  ;  but  I  fee  not  what  real  Advantage 
this  would  be  to  the  afflifted.  So  long  as  the 
Thing  is  fafe,  and  anfwers  the  End  propos’d, 
it  s  no  great  Matter  whether  the  Patient  know 
its  proper  Name  or  no.  When  it  firft  came  to 

ra^n.ow  e(?g’  1 mu.^  c°ufefs,  I  thought  it  very* 
unlikely  to  be  a  Thing  of  fuch  furprizing  Effi- 

cJci  i  and/?  fooliih  was  I,  like  many  others; 
as  to  depife  it  for  fome  time,  becaufe  it  was 

™°^rreMtnmendjd*  by  fome  §reat  Perfon, 
whpfe  Name  and  Authority  might  encourage 

,  PJe;  as  1  am  now  fully  convinced  of 
that  Folly ;  fo  am  I  fully  fatisfy’d,  (contrary 
to  my  former  Opinions)  that  there  is  no  Poifin 
Without  Its  Antidote,  nor  any  Difeafe  with- 

2“  f*  sPfcifick'i  Whereof '  Nature,  more 
than  Art,  hath  the  greateft  Number  and  Ad- 
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vantage  ;  infomuch  that  if  a  Man  were  to 
write  a  Hiftory  of  Cures,  in  all  Difeafes,  molt 
of  them,  I  believe,  would  be  found  accom- 
plifh’d  by  fotne  of  the  moft  fimple  and  uncom¬ 
pounded  Remedies •  and  moreover,  that  fuch, 
for  the  moft  part,  were  difcovered  rather  by 
divine  Revelation,  Chance,  or  Accident,  than 
by  Rational  Conje&ures  from  Speculative  Hy- 
pothefes,  or  any  other  Philofophick  Methods. 
The  Indians ,  who  are  perfed  Strangers  unto 
the  Animal  Oeconomy,  having  no  other 
Knowledge  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery,  than 
what  the  Light  of  Nature  helpeth  them  to, 
cure  all  their  Difeafes  by  the  Application  of 
their  own  Roots  and  Plants ;  being  fo  perfedly 
skilled  in  the  Vertues  of  Simples,  that  of  fome 
they  prepare  Poifons ,  of  others  Antidotes . 

The  old  Galeniftsy  who  prefcrib’d  Simples 
only,  were  as  certain  and  fuccefsful  in  their 
Cures,  as  our  modern  Phyficians  have  been 
with  all  their  Improvements.  Baglivi ,  an  Au- 
1 1 ,  thor  of  no  mean  Repute,  faith,  That  the  Em- 
pericks,  who  defpifed  the  Methods  and  Indies 
Uons  of  the  Rationalift ,  cured  the  moft  ftuhhorn 
and  grievous  Difeafes ,  with  the  ufe  of  Specificks, 
as  they  call  them .  And  in  another  Place,  faith 
the  fame  Author,  This  is  evident ,  that  both 
acute  and  chronical  Difeafes ,  will  be  happily  cured 
by  that  Man ,  who  by  Chance ,  or  a  long  train  of 
Experience ,  hath  found  out  a  Remedy  to  choak 
the  Difeafe  Specifically.  It  were,  indeed,  to  be 
Dr.  Sy-  wifhed,  faith  our  Englifh  Hippocrates ,  That  the 
denhaow  5^  might  arrive  to  Health ,  by  a  nearer  Way , 
Vr-'r-  viz.  by  the  help  of  Specificks,  if  any  fuch  can  be 
found  :  And  he  (faith  the  Dodor)  may  deferved * 
ly  be  called  a  Phyfician ,  that  hath  fuch  a  Medicine , 

.  1  which 


+<j  <& 


f.  .  (9) 

Which  is  able  to  defiroy  the  Species  ofthe  D  if  e  afe . 

And  no  doubt  (  faith  he  )  but  out  of  that  abun¬ 
dant  Plenitude ,  with  which  Nature  overflows 
there  is  fkff dent  far  the  Cure  of  all  thofe  Difeafis 
which  afflifl  Mankind  ;  and  that ,  near  at  hand ,  <V* 
every  Country.  And ,  therefore,  it  is  much  to  be 
lamented ,  that  the  Nature  of  Plants  is  no  better 
known  to  us,  which  feemts  be  the  chiefs  ft  Pan  of 
the  Materia  Medica,  and  the  lihlieft  to  afford 
fuch Remedies.  Sir WilliamTempleMkz wife, among  Mifcvll , 
ins  other  ufeful  and  excellent  Obfervations,  hath  1 51.  ' 

this  :  The  great  Defefls  in  this  excellent  Science, 
peaking  of  Phyfick,  feem  chiefly  owing  to  the 
Prof effors  Application  (efpe dally  fince  Galen time) 
running  fo  much  upon  Method,  and  fo  little  upon 
Medicine  :  And  in  this  to  have  addifled  themfehes 
fo  much  to  Compofiiion,  and  negletted  the  Vfe  of 
Simples ,  as  well  as  the  Enquiries  and  Records  of 
Spedfick  Remedies .  Hippocrates  very  much  de-rPr*f^  * 
Pe*det°n  Ufe  of  Specific ks  $  declaring, 

1  hat  his  own  Experience  of  them,  and  that 
or  his  PredecelTors,  was  fufficient  to  recom¬ 
mend  their  Ufe  ;  tho7  he  could  give  no  ra¬ 
tional  Account  of  their  Effe&s.  Galen  like-  Lib,  2. 
wife  relates  feveral  Cures  done  by  fome 
Simples ,  whereof  he  could  give  no  Account 
of  their  Operation.  And  Sclenander  fays. 

He  could  tell  what  were  the  Difeafes  of 
each  Country ,  by  the  Herbs  that  were 
mofl:  common  in  it.  As  among  the  Dunes 
and  Djstchy  with  whom  the  Scurvy  is  very 
Sequent,  Scurvy-orafs  growe'th  plentifully. 

The  Honourable  and  Learned  Mr.  Boyle 
had  fo  good  an  Opinion  of  the  Excellency  of 
fyetificks,  {hat  he  hath  written  a  Difcourfe 
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of  the  Reconcileablenefs  of  Specific^  Medicines 
to  the  Corpufcular  Philo  fophy,  to  recom¬ 
mend  their  Ufefulnefs  *,  well  approved  of  a- 
jnong  the  Ancients,  tho’  now  reje&ed  by  fome 
Moderns,  through  a  vain  Pretence  to  l  know 
not  what  Philofophy.  If  a  Man  knew  but  the 
Vertues  of  our  own  Native  Simples,  and  could 
ufe  them  with  that  Simplicity  as  Nature  yield¬ 
ed!  them,  I  know  not  but  Men  might  thereby 
become  as  famous  as  the  great  Hippocrates, 
who  ftu died  Nature  more  than  Tlrt  j 
thought  it  not  below  him  to  inform  himfelf  or 
Remedies  from  the  meaneft  People,  when 
'  confirmed  by  Experience. .  If  we  conflderthe 
Lucriferoufnefs  of  Things,  faith  our  great  Na*“ 
turalift,  and  their  Medical  V ertues,  we  jhall 
find,  that  we  trample  upon  many  things ,  for  which 
we  fhould  have  caufe  to  kneel  aud  offer  God  Praifis , 
if  we  knew  all  their  Qualities  and  ZJfies .  And  fe« 
cond  to  him,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Boyle  hath, 
among  his  other  excellent  Difcourfes,  one  Ef- 
fay,  to  fhew.  That  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  in 
Nature,  whereof  the  ZJfes  to  humane  Life  are  yet 
throughly  underflood .  And  to  the  fame  purpofe 
„  f  fpeaks  Paracelfits ,  There  is  nothing  fo  Tile  and 
*  Despicable,  but  what  may  conduce  to  the  Vfeand 

BhiiS-  °f  Mmu  ‘  How  many  Cures’  faith 

*  Baglivi ,  are  brought  to  pafs,  by  thofe  con- 

*  temptible  Things,  which,  to  our  thinking, 
1  are  Ufelefs,  and  unworthy  of  our  Notice  | 

nay,  oftentimes,  according  to  our  Way  ot 
Reafoning,  direedy  oppofite  to  the  Nature 
of  the  Difeafe?  Divers  People,  fi»th  he , 
worn  out  with  the  long  Tyranny  of  Dneaies, 

4  and  the  fruftraneous  Ufe  of  all  the  known 
~  4  Methods 
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6  Methods  and  Remedies,  have  been  happily 
4  recover'd  by  fome  Medicines,  whereunto 
■4  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  have  been  perfect 
4  Strangers*  Let  this  convince  us  of  the  Ralh- 
nefs,  if  not  Folly,  of  fome  Men,  who  abfi> 
lutely  pronounce  thofe  Difeafes  incurable* 
wherein  themfelves  have  not  fucceeded,  and 
decry  all  other  Means  as  ufelefs  and  dange« 
rous,  whereof  themfelves  are  not  the  foie  Pro* 
prietorSe  This  Partiality  and  Selfiftmefs,  I 
reckon  among  thofe  numerous  Hindrances  ob¬ 
truding  the  Improvement  of  Phyfick  $  and 
in  this  refped  particularly,  that  hereby  many 
a  good  Medicine,  (brought  to  Light  by  Expe<* 
rience,  or  Chance,  which  might  be  of  great 
life  and  Service  to  the  Publick)  is  defignedly 
cried  down,  for  that  very  Reafon*  But  to 
return  to  our  Author  :  4  It’s  not  altogether 
4  much  Learning,  (faith  he)  but  certain  -and 
4  demonflrative  Knowledge,  raifed  from  Ex-* 

4  perience,  that  will  do  our  Bufinefs»  We 
4  mull  not  difpute,  but  try  what  Nature  yield* 

4  eth  for  the  Good  of  Mankind  j  and  what  we 
4  cannot  reach  by  Speculation,  we  mult  not 
4  prefently  brand  for  Impolfibility  in  Nature, 

4  and  reproach  her  with  the  Infirmity  of  our 
4  Art  We  mull  bend  our  Thoughts,  with  all 
4  Diligence  and  Conftancy,  to  difclofe  new 
4  Medicines  and  Methods  for  curing  thofe  Dif~ 

4  eafes  we  call  incurable.  For  tho’  fome  of 
*  them  are  in  effed  incurable  ;  yet  the  greaA 
4  tell  part  of  them  are  only  fuch,  not  from  the 
4  Impoflibility  of  the  Thing,  but  from  our 
€  Weaknefs.  In  fine,  (faith  he)  we  ought  to 
4  make  it  our  earneft  Bufmefs,  to  find  out  Spe~ 
f  cifick  Remedies*,  that  wherefoever  this  Science 

8  t  4  is 
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4  is  Weak  in  Theory,  fuch  may  keep  op  its 
*  Majefty  and  Weight.  And,  doubtlefs,  no*4 
thing  can  conduce  more  to  the  Health  of  Man* 
kind,  thanPhyfidans  applying  themfelves  to 
fearch  outfuch  Remedies,  which,  by  divine 
Appointment,  are  Specificated  to  every  Di- 
ftemper  j  whereof  infinite  Goodnefs,  in  com- 
mifetation  to  our  manifold  Infirmities,  hath 
provided  as  great  a  Variety,  as  there  are 
Difeafes  incident  to  Mankind.  Rut  fo  fcan- 
ty  is  our  Knowledge,  that  maxima  pars  #0- 
rum  qua  fcimus ,  efl  minima  pars  eornm  qua 
nefcimus .  We  may  truly  fay  of  Vegetables, 
what  the  Queen  of  Sheba  once faid  of  Solomons 
Wifdom  and  Magnificence,  the  half  of  them  hath 
not  been  declared  or  revealed  to  us .  Nay,  fuch 
is  our  Misfortune,  in  this  refpedt,  that  the 
Vertues  of  thofe  Roots  and  Plants  already 
Galen  de  known,  and  which  might  be  of  great  Service, 
Medico. ~  are  loll  and  deftroy’d  by  Heterogeneous  Mix- 
went  or  um  tures,  whereof  Galen,  in  his  Time,  makes  a 
Compofi-  grievous  Complaint,  as  a  principal  thing, 
whereby  the  practical  Knowledge  ofthe/Wa- 
1  '  teria  Me  die  a  was  greatly  obftru&ed. 

JnEpifl.  Scrihonins  Largns ,  who  flourifhed  in  the 
dd  lib,  de  Times  of  Tiberius  and  Claudius  the  Emperors, 
Compofi  preferred  Simple  Medicaments  before  Com- 
Medic,  pounds.  And  OStaviams  Horatiams ,  under 
hb, i , c,  i.  fdalentinian  the  Emperor,  condemn'd  both 
McMc  Compounds,  and  all  foreign  Remedies  •,  main- 
lib.i.  c.  i.ta*ning,  that  in  every  Country  y  Nature  had  pro- 
vided  a  Sufficiency  of  Simple s,  to  anfwer  all 
Indications,  and  for  every  Age ,  Djfeafe ,  and 
Occafion  whatfoever.  Pliny,  a  rnofi  eminent 
Naturaliffi,  is  very  important  for  the  life  of 
iiniple  Remedies  *,  As  alfo  Panins,  nAEgineta, 

AetiuSj 
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rJetmsy  and  others,  both  ancient  and  modern 
Authors* 

The  ufual  Practice  of  Phyfick,  for  curing 
this  Difeafe,  I  have  obferv’d  to  run  in  a  man¬ 
ner  chiefly  upon  Evacuation,  with  the  life  of 
the  Deco&ion  of  the  Woods,  and  fome  other 
Simples ;  which  Medicines  are  fo  generally 
known  and  fix’d,  that  if  500  People  were 
affli&ed  with  this  Diftemper,and  as  many  Phy- 
licians  confulted,  a  Man  might  not  only  pretty 
nearly  gHefs,  what  each  of  them  would  pre- 
fcribe  ^  but  alfo,  what  EfFe&s  each  Perfoa 
might  Qxpeft  from  their  Prefcriptions.  Bat 
now,  as  this  my  Specifick  Remedy  is  new  and 
uncommon  $  fo  likewife  are  its  Operations 
different  f^om  any  Medicines  I  ever  yet 
knew  or  heard  of.  For,  no  fooner  is  this 
Remedy  incorporated  with  the  whole  Mafs 
of  Blood,  but  the  fcrophulous  Ulcers  open 
like  fo  many  Flood-Gates,  pouring  out  the 
Humour,  with  a  mighty  Current,  which,  to 
every  body’s  thinking,  fliould  rather  wafte 
and  confume  the  Body  ,  than  increafe  its 
Strength  and  Vigour.  But,  on  the  contrary* 
by  how  much  the  more  plentifully  the  Humour 
,  fpends  itfelf  this  way  \  by  fo  much  the  more 
hearty  and  ftrong  do  People  grow  :  Experi¬ 
ence  fairly  intimating  this  to  be  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  Means  to  perform  a  Cure  becaufe  this 
vjfcous  and  ftubborn  Humour,  which  will  noi 
yield  to  other  Evacuations  r  tho’  never  fo 
ftrong,  is  hereby  thrown  out,  the  Way  which 
Nature  indicates  to  diburden  herfeif.  This 
pafs’d  for  a  Maxim  with  Hippocrates  •  thofi  a  ^ 
things ,  faith  he,  which  are  to  be  carry  d  off. \  are  *  '  1 

to  be  drawn  whither  they  rnefi  incline ,  through 

fnch 
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fuch  Ways  and  Places ,  m  are  fiatfi  for  Con¬ 
veyance  and  Expdfion.  And  methinks >  it 
fhould  eafily  be  allow’d,  that  to  promote 
a  regular  Secretion  of  the  Morbifick  Matter 
In  thofe  Places  where  Mature  hath  deter¬ 
min’d  to  empty  herfelf,  is  the  moft  rational 
and  fafeft  Method  for  Eradicating  of  this  Dii- 
eafe,  tho’  fometimes  with  fome  People,  this 
Svecifick  Remedy  will  precipitate  this  Humour, 
and  bring  it  away  by  Vrint  alfo.  Which,  as 
the  divine  Hippocrates  hath  elfewhere  obferv  a, 
is  a  good  Sign  of  a  fucceeding  Cure. 

Wife  Phyficians  (faith  the  LordBacon)  mould, 
Kat.Kift,  With  all  Diligence,  enquire  what  Remedies  Na- 
p-  ifi8-  ture  yieldeth  •,  having  extreme  fubul  Pat  ts, 
without  any  Mor dication  or  Acrimony  i  for  they 
r faith  he!  undermine  that  which  is  hard. 
they  open  that  which  island  fiat,  and 
they  expelthat  which  is  oftenfive  gently,  with¬ 
out  too  much  Perturbation.  And  the  inge¬ 
nious  Dr.  Tho.  Falter  faith,  that  Specif  ch 
Extemp,  are  found,  by  Experience,  to  have  Refped 
tn  one  Part  ,  more  than  anothei  ,  tnat  a 

Medicine  may  ftrike  a  particular 

upon  one  Humour,  and  not  touch  another  . 

Whereof  the  Doftor  gives  us  many  Inftances. 

And,  indeed,  the  Suffrages  of  all  our  eminent 

Phyficians  and  Maturalifts  do  agree,  that 

Remedies  might  be  found  to  ad  moredireftly 

upon  fome  -particular  Parts  and  Humours, 

thanupon  others  :  Which,  as  the  Lord  aeon 

truly  ^obferveth,  is  the  Caufe  w>  y  Empiric  > 
5,111  y.  ...  \ . l^,  times,  in  thetr 


f 
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Advance-  and  0id  Women  are  more  happy ,many  times ,  in  weir 

mint  of  c  ( Learned  Phyficians  •,  becaifi  t  hey  are 
Learning.  hful  ^  fiteady  to  thofe  approv  d  Medicines , 
which  they  have  found  out  for  particular  Difieafes^ 


(  15  ) 

and  therefore,  faith  he,  it  would  be  matter  of 
good  Confequence,  if  fome  Phyficians  of 
Note  for  Learning  and  Pra&ice,  would  com¬ 
pile  a  Work  of  Probations,  and  experimental 
Medicines  for  the  Cure  of  particular  Difeafe  s* 

To  fay  the  Truth,  thofe  limpie  Remedies 
which  by  a  Specifical  Propriety  refped  the 
Cures  of  particular  Difeafes,  are  very  few ; 
nay,  in  a  manner,  quite  loll.  Men  of  late 
Years  deducing  the  Caufes  of  all  Diftempers 
from  thofe  Two  giddy  Notions  of  Alkaly  and 
Acid ,  have  put  their  Indications  of  curing 
all  Diftempers  upon  that  Foot,  tho’,  at  the 
fame  time,  they  are  wholly  ignorant  what 
Acid  produceth  any  Difeafe,  or  what  Alkaly 
removes  it.  Pliny  fays,  we  are  ignorant  of 
what  we  live  upon,  but,  in  my  Opinion,  we 
are  lefs  acquainted  with  that  which  makes 
us  lick.  Daily  Experience  convinceth  us,  that 
our  Conftitutions  are  injured  by  a  thoufand 
things  which  are  neither  Acid  nor  Alkaly ,  nor 
any  thing  like  them  ,  And,  on  the  contrary, 
that  many  Diftempers  are  cured  by  thofe  ve¬ 
ry  things,  which,  according  to  our  Reafon 
and  Way  of  thinking,  are  dire&ly  oppofiteto 
the  very  Nature  of  the  Difeafe :  We  fee  Con-  Med* 
traries  often  prove  Remedies  to  one  another  in  the  Gymna* 
Juices,  and  Poifons  become  beneficial,  when  oppos’d  ftica* 
to  certain  Humours  •  the  World  has ,  lately,  had 
full  Evidence  of  the  Good  Ejfetts  of  an  intenfe 
Cold,  equally  apply  d  to  all  the  parts  of  the  Body 
at  G7ice,  which  Method  of  Curing,  fome  Tears  ago, 
was  thought  very  extravagant ,  and  certainly  de~ 
ftrufHve .  But  to  proceed  : 

After  I  had  fully  experienced  the  Excellen¬ 
cy  and  llfefulnefs  of  this  Medicine,  in  my 

own 


Monta- 
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own  Cafe  ^  I  thought  myfelf  obliged*  in  Point 
of  Charity i  to  make  it  publick  ;  that  others,  if 
they  pleafed,  might  reap  the  fame  Benefit 
by  it,  as,  bkffcd  God,  I  had  done.  And 
tho’  I  do  not  pretend  to  make  any  new  Difco- 
series  concerning  the  Caufe  or  Produftion  of 
this  Difeafe  *,  yet,  I  conceive,  I  have  fome  rea¬ 
son  to  efleem  myfelf  capable  of  helping  thofe 
who  at  any  time  fhall  delire  my  Affiftance, 
For,  befides  the  Knowledge  (which  God  hath 
bkfled  me  with)  of  this  Sptcifick  Remedy ,  I 
have  likewife  gained  fome  other  Skill  from  my 
paft  Sufferings,  which  I  reckon  may  be  very 
conducive  to  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper.  I 
hope,  for  inftance,  I  am  able  to  give  a  fatif- 
fa&ory  Account,  what  Tumours  are  fcrophu- 
lous,  and  what  are  not.  I  know  as  well  the 
Temper  and  Conftitution  of  People  afflicted 
with  the  Evil ,  as  I  did  my  own,  and  can  eafi- 
ly  tell  when  they  will  fuffer  Pain,  and  when 
not  y  when  their  Sores  will  run  little  or  much  * 
at  what  Seafons  their  Swellings  will  rife  or 
fall  *,  and  when  they  will  break  \  and  the  like. 
Of  thefe  things  I  have  given  a  fatisfa&ory  Ac¬ 
count,  as  divers  People  will  bear  me  witnefs. 
Phyfick  (as  a  certain  Author  hath  long  fince 
observed)  doth  always  profefs  to  have  Expe¬ 
rience  for  the  Proof  of  its  Operations.  And 
it  was  Platt? s  Opinion,  that,  in  order  to  be  a 
true  Phyfician,  a  Man  fliould  firfl:  fuffer  all 
thofe  Difeafes  he  pretended  to  cure,  and  pafs 
through  all  thofe  Accidents  and  Circumftances 
he  was  to  judge  of  in  others.  This,  I  muff; 
confefs,  is  a  fevere  Pofition  y  and  if  no  Man 
were  to  pra&ife  but  upon  thefe  Conditions,  I 
fancy  Phyfick  would  have  but  few  Profcffors , 
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tho\  donbtlefs,  the  belt  Knowledge  is  ever 
gain’d  by  a  Man’s  own  Experience  and  Obfer- 
vation,  which,  as  Celfus  obferves,  is  the  prin-dphr.  im 
cipal  thing  to  inform  Men  in  a  right  Method  of$e£l,  p 
Cure . 

Diet  is  another  thing  from  whence  myfelf 
receiv’d  considerable  Benefit.  And  herein  1 
think  myfelf  not  unqualify’d,  to  give  thofe 
heceffary  Diredions,  which,  if  obferv’d,  would 
prove  of  very  great  life  and  Service  to  Per- 
fons  afflided  with  this  Evil  Humour :  A  Part 
of  Phyfick  of  that  Importance,  that  Hippo-  &ipp\  de 
crates ,  and  all  other  ancient  Phyficiails,  do  te-  Di<t*** 
flify  a  very  great  Regard  unto  it,as  a  principal 
thing  conducive  to  the  Cure  of  moft  Difeafes* 

Good  Management  in  this  refped,  I  find* 

(tho’  it  will  not  abfolutely  cure  this  Difeafej 
is  highly  llfeful,  and  very  Efficacious,  to  aid 
and  affift,  and  to  give  an  Energy  to  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  proper  Medicines.  One  thing  more 
which,  by  my  own  Experience,  I  found  to 
have  a  commanding  Power  in  this  Diftemper, 
to  give  Pain  Or  Eafe,  is  the  Quality  or  Difpo- 
fit  ion  of  the  Air :  Wherein  I  was  fo  critical  in 
my  Obfervations,  that  upon  the  kail  Turn  or 
Change  of  the  Weather,  I  knew  as  well  what 
I  was  to  exped,  as  if  a  Mefienger  before-hand 
had  given  me  Warning.  And  whofoever  un¬ 
dertakes  the  curing  of  this  Difeafe,  will  find 
fuch  Natural  Obfervations  of  great  life,  not 
only  to  dired  him  in  the  Cure,  but  alfo  to 
prevent  Perturbations  of  Mind,  in  thofe  la¬ 
bouring  under  this  Diftemper,  arifing  from 
ItsEbbings  and  Flowings,  which,  indeed,  are 
very  fudden  and  furprizing.  If  any  one  thinks 
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thefe  and  fuch-like  are  Trifles,  let  him  enjoy 
his  Opinion  :  In  the  mean  time,  it’s  my  Judg¬ 
ment,  whoever  carelefly  negle&s  thefe  things, 
will  have  no  great  Succefs  with  this  Diftem- 
per.  The  divine  Hipocrates  hath,  in  feveral 
of  his  Aphorifms,  fully  fhew’d  the  Ufefulnefs 
of  thefe  Obfervations,  to  direft  Men  in  their 
Methods  of  curing  Difeafes.  And  the  inge¬ 
nious  Dr.  Wainewright ,  in  his  Book  of  Non * 
Naturals ,  hath  clearly  demonftrated  what 
great  Alterations  are  made  in  our  Bodies,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  various  Changes  of  the  Air  \ 
affirming,  that  from  fuch  Notices,  better  In¬ 
dications  may  be  taken  both  for  the  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Cure  of  molt  Difeafes,  than  from  any 
other  Source  whatfoever.  The  Animal  Ooscono - 
jDr.Keill  rny^  (faith  a  late  ingenious  Author,  with  great 
of  Animal  Truth)  is  itfelf  fuch  a  confiderable  Part  of  Natu - 
Secretion »  ral  Philo [ofhy%  and  our  Bodies  are  fo  firongly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  Variety  of  Diets,  and  fo  many  other 
things  without ,  thaty  indeed ,  the  whole  Study  of 
Nature  feems  to  be  ufeful  to  him  that  would  under¬ 
fund  it .  Herodotus ,  an  ancient  Author,  tells 
us,  that  in  Egypt  Phyficians  were  obliged  to 
apply  themfelves  to  the  Study  aud  Improve- 
ment  of  but  fome  one  Difeafe.  Every  Phy- 
*  fician^  faith  be,  hath  one  Difeafe  for  his  Pro - 
e  vince ,  and  no  more ,  &c.  The  Defign  where¬ 
of,  doubtlefs,  was  very  good,  and  of  great 
life  to  the  Republick  of  Phyfick  :  Becaufe 
hereby  Phyficians  acquir'd  a  more  certain  and 
perfed  Knowledge  of  the  Nature  and  Difpofi- 
tion  of  particular  Difeafes,  and  of  things  hurtful 
and  beneficial  in  each  Diftemper  *,  and,  con- 

feqqently* 
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fequently,  were  better  able  to  fence  agatnfi 
all  ill  Accidents  and  Revolutions  arifing 
from  the  various  Changes  of  the  Wea¬ 
ther*  or  improper  Diets,  and  many  evil 
Habits,  whereunto  each  Difeafe  hath  a  dir eS 
Tendency. 

As  I  judged  thefe  no  improper  Qualifies* 
tions  for  one  who  undertook  to  help  others* 
fo,  blefled  be  God,  I  have  met  with  an  an- 
fwerable  Succefs.  As  I  treat  others  as  I  did 
myfelf,  fo  I  find  the  very  fame  common  Effe&s, 
Their  Sores  run  with  the  fame  Flux  of  Matter 
upon  taking  this  Specifick  Remedy ,  as  mine  did. 
I  have  a  Box  of  Scales  and  foul  Bones,  the 
largeft  that  ever  Were  feen,  driven  out  by  this 
Anti-Strumatick  Liquor.  Their  Vrine  like- 
wife  I  have  frequently  obferved  as  thick  and 
ropy  as  my  own  ufed  to  be  \  and  tho5  they 
were  never  fo  Weak  and  Lame,  yet  I  always 
find  their  Strength  daily  increafing,  as  mine 
did  :  Neither  did  I  ever  know  this  Humour 
break  out  afrefh  upon  any  Perfon  cur'd  by 
this  Method,  no  more  than  it  hath  done  with 
me  thefe  20  Years  pall  \  the  Truth  whereof  I 
can  make  appear  by  a  Cloud  of  Witne(fes9 
from  their  own  Experience. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  the  large 
Experience  I  have  had,  firft  on  myfelf,  and 
now  upon  others,  one  of  the  greateft  Difficul¬ 
ties  in  making  a  complete  Cure  of  this  Di- 
ftemper  in  moil  People,  with  this  Method,  is 
Length  of  Time,  which  many  have  not  Pati¬ 
ence  to  lubmitunto,  not  confidering  the  Stub- 
bornnefs  of  this  Difeafe,  above  all  others  \ 
that  Nature  being  brought  very  low,  and 

Q  2  '  worn 
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worn  out,  in  a  manner,  with  the  long  Dura« 
tionof  thelllnefs,  together  with  the  emacia¬ 
ting  Methods  in  common  ufe,  cannot  fo  foon 
accompliffi  the  Concoction  and  Difpumation 
of  the  Morbifick  Matter,  as  they  could  wifh  ; 
This  tempts  them  to  try  other  Medicines,  but 
with  fo  little  Advantage,  that  they  oftentimes 
run  themfelves  into  greater  Evils  •,  according 
to  that  Obfervation,  long  fince  deliver’d  by 
Natur*  the  Lord  Bacon,  That  as  Variety  of  Medicines  is 
Bift .  of  the  Off-faring  of  Ignorance ,  fo  many  Medicines 
Life  and  have  can  fed  few  Cures*  To  which  Obferva- 
peath.  tion,  1  may  add  another  of  equal  Truth,  that 
the  moft  authentick  Evidences  of  a  Man  curing 
this  or  any  other  Difeafe,  are  not  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  fome  People  prepoffefs’d  with  Preju¬ 
dices  ;  So  that  if  a  Man  were  morally  certain 
of  curing  any  one  Diftemper,  yet  he  would 
End  it  a  difficult  point  to  convince  fome,  tho9 
he  produc’d  an  hundred  Inftances  of  his  Suc- 
cefs.  And  the  reafon  may  be  this,  becaufe 
Phyficians,  and  thofe  depending  on  them,  have 
in  all  places  fo  bitterly  run  down  Perfons  and 
Things  exxiufive  of  their  own  Knowledge 
and  Praftice,  that  People  think  there’s  no 
Balm  in  Gilead  but  what’s  in  their  Hands. 
Tho’  I  would  not  have  you  to  tjiink,  that  I  arn 
of  the  Number  of  thofe  vain-glorious  Boaliers, 
who  aflume  all  Knowledge  to  themfelves,  af- 
ferting  nothing  lefs  than  perfect,  abfolute 
Cures  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever.  This  I  utterly 
difclaim,  and  ffiould  be  afham’d  of ;  very  well 
remembring,  that  when  I  was  feeking  Help 
Tor  myfelf,  I  never  met  with  greater  Disap¬ 
pointments,  than  from  infallible  Pretenders. 

Such 
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Such  Perfcms  who  offer  perfefl:  and  infallible 
Cures,  would  do  well  to  confider  the  Modefty 
of  that  ingenious  and  learned  '  Artift,  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  IVifeman ,  who,  perhaps,  knew  as  much 
of  this  Difeafe,  and  likewife  took  as  much 
Pains  to  bring  the  Cure  thereof  to  fome  Per¬ 
fection,  as  any  Man  whatever,  either  before 
or  lince  his  Time ;  yet  he,  like  an  honed  Man, 

^fter  Thirty  or  Forty  Years  Pra&ice,  hath 
declar’d,  that  the  Contummioufiefs  of  this  Dif¬ 
eafe  had  not  only  eluded  his  hefl  Care  and  Induflry , 
hut  alfo  fome  of  the  able  ft  Phyfcians  and  Surgeons  4 
in  his  time .  My  Preteafions  only  are,  that  pt 
whereas,  1  had  this  Didemper  in  a  very  high 
Degree,  ;and  have,  with  God’s  Bleffing,  been 
myfelf  cured  by  this  Remedy  ^  Proving  the 
fame  alfo  upon  others  with  undeniable  Succefs; 

I  {hall  only  honeftly  apply  the  fame  Means  to 
any  Perfon,  leaving  the  Succefs  to  Almighty 
God.  With  this  farther  Teftimony  for  all  Peo¬ 
ples  Satisfa&ion,  that  if  this  Spedfick  Remedy 
{hould  not  cure  them,  it  will  do  them  no  Hurt : 

Not  one  of  thofe  many  Hundreds  that  have  ta¬ 
ken  of  it  having  ever  complain’d  of  the  lead 
Injury  attending  its  life. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  a  fliort  Ac¬ 
count  of  what  I  have  done  for  myfelf  with 
this  Specifick  Remedy ,  and  likewife  how  fuccefs** 
ful  others  have  found  it  ^  I  confefs,  when  I  re- 
folv’d,  firftof  all,  to  make  it  known  unto  the 
World,  I  found  fome  Difficulty  to  perfuade 
myfelf  to  yield  to  its  Publication  in  the  Prints  \ 
but  as  1  faw  that  was  in  a  manner  neceffary,  fo 
I  have  this  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  againft  all 
Cenfure's  and  Reflexions  upon  that  Account  *, 

that, 
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that,  by  fo  doing,  !  have  had  the  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  Curing  fome  Scores  of  People  who  might 
have  rotted  alive,  had  it  not  been  for  thofe 
Advertifements.  Some,  I  am  fure,  who  once 
thought  me  unworthy  of  their  Notice,  have, 
by  that  means,  fought  any  Affiftance,  and 
found  it  effeffcual.  And'  tho*  this  Way  of 
publilhing  Medicines  and  Cures,  is  now  efteem- 
ed  Quackifm ,  yet  by  the  Hiftory  of  Phyfick, 
it  appears,  if  the  jAncients  could  have  had 
the  fame  Convenience  they  would  have  done 
the  like  .•  For,  i vhofoever  had  gain’d  any  Expert- 
Lib.  6.  wee  on  himfelf  or  others ,  faith  Herodotus ,  made 
it  publish  And,  again  it  was  the  Cuftom, 
faith  the  fame  Author,  to  carry  their  Sick  and 
Difeafed  into  the  Markets ,  that  all  People ,  faffing 
by ,  might  give  their  Advice ,  and  encourage  others 
to  try  what  themfelves  and  others  had,  in  the  like 
Cafe,  ufed  with  Succefs ,  But  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  this,  furely  a  Defign  fo  compaffio- 
nate,  as  to  deliver  Mankind  from  one  of  the 
greateft  corporal  Evils  that  can  befal  them, 
needs  no  Apology  nor  Excufe  *  for  this,  l 
have  the  Senfe  of  the  ingenious  Do&or  Waine- 
wright  his  Treatife  of  Non-Naturals,  To  at¬ 
tempt  any  things  faith  he,  for  the  Improvement  of 
pfeful  Arts,  efpecially,  that  of  Medicine,  which 
is  of  the  greatefl  Benefit  to  Mankind ,  is  a  Debt 
rohich  every  capable  Perfon  owes  to  the  Publick.  I 
hope,  no  good  Man  will  revile  me,  then,  upon 
this  Account :  And,  as  for  others,  it’s  to 
me  no  great  matter,  what  they  fay  howe¬ 
ver,  fince  I  would  be  civil  to  all,  I  will  beg 
your  Patience  while  I  gratify  Two  or  Three 
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Per  fons  fo  far,  as  to  take  fome  Notice  of  their 
Objections. 

One  thinks  to  flur  this  my  Specific by  ex¬ 
claiming  againft  all  Medicines  of  that  Na¬ 
ture-,  ftyling  them  Subterfuges  of  Ignorance 
&c.  I  leave  him  to  the  Mercy  of  the  whole 
College,  who  mult  either  pronounce  him  a 
meer  Ignoramus ,  or  elfe  difclaim  the  5 efuits 
Bark  and  all  other  Specificks ,  It’s  natural  for 
mean  and  abjed  Spirits  to  envy  other  Mens 
Profperity  and  Succefs.  And,  therefore,  to 
ufe  his  own  Expreffion,  I  (hall  not  confute  him 

any  other  lVay7  than  by  ( what  he  really  deferves) 

Slight  and  Contempt.  Another  infinuates,  that  Pref  to 
I  am  no  Surgeon,  therefore ,  how  1  fimtld  do  any  the  King’s 
Good  upon  fo  unaccountable  a  Malady ,  is  what  he  Evil  per- 
does  not  underfiand7  and  wonders  at.  Now,  it’s  f'ty 
natural  to  exped,  that  the  leaft  Underftan-cwr 
ders  Should  be  the  greateft  Wonderers.  If  this 
Man’s  Underftanding  be  fliort,  that’s  not  my 
Fault  :  However,  for  once,  I’ll  do  him  the 
Favour  to  lhew  him,  that  he  underftands  more 
than  he’s  aware  of ;  provided  he  underftands 
what  is  to  be  found  Page  the  20th  of  the  Book 
fet  out  in  his  Name ;  for  if  it  be  true,  that  what 
1  -drtift  foever  can  perfectly  rectify  the  vicious  Aci-  pt  x  8j 
C  dity  of  the  firft  Digeftion ,  muft  neccjfarily  cure 
c  this  Diftempcr7  in  Courfe  ;  and  as  naturally  ac- 
c  complijh  the  lVork0  and  with  as  much  Truth  too7 
as  it  is  to  take  away  the  EffeEls7  by  removing  the 
‘  Caufe  7  I  think  he  muft  underftand,(I  am  fure 
every  Body  elfe  will J  that  there  is  not, 
then,  any  abfolute  Neceffity  of  manual  Opera¬ 
tion. 

s 
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If  I  thought  this  doughty  Author  knew 
any  thing  of  Mr.  Boyle ,  I  could  tell  him,  that 
it  was  that  Gentleman’s  Opinion,  that  inward 
Remedies  might  be  found  out,  able  to  effeft 
Chirurgical  Cures;  whereof  he  hath  given 
us  many  extraordinary  Inftances  in  divers 
Cafes.  And  I  could  likewife  refer  him  tq 
the  learned  Bartholinus0 s  Obfervations,  who, 
tho’  a  Surgeon,  is  yet  on  my  Side.  Again, 

/  remember ,  ( faith  Gulielmus  Pifo ,  in  his  Ac¬ 
count  of  thofe  great  things  which  he  faw 
done  in  Surgery  by  the  Illiterate  Indians )  that 
the  Limbs  of  Dutch  and  Portugal  Soldiers  wound* 
ed  with  Gunjhot ,  were  happily  cured  with  their 
recent  Juices ,  Gums  and  Balfams ,  without  Knife  or 
Cauteries .  But  few  People  apply  themfelves 
to  me,  who  have  not  undergone  all  thofe 
Chirurgical  Operations  applicable  in  this  Dif- 
eafe,  twice  or  thrice  over  ;  fo  that  what  Rea- 
fon  have  I  to  trouble  them  afrefli  with  thofe 
*  things,whcrein  they  have, for  many  Years, found 
fo  little  Benefit ;  and  efpeciaily,fo  long  as  I  am 
able  to  do  the  Bufmefs  by  gentler  Methods  ? 
For  the  Truth  whereof,  1  appeal  to  fome  of 
this  Man’s  own  Patients,  at  this  time,  under 
my  Care  ;  and  to  others  of  them  long  fince 
cured  by  me.  For  my  part,  I  reckon  it  a 
great  Happinefs,  that,  in  this  Cafe,  1  can  help 
others,  without  inflicting  thofe  Torments  of 
cutting,  cauterizing,  and  the  like  :  The  Con¬ 
sequences  whereof,  one  of  the  greateil  Surge¬ 
ons  we  have  had,  long  fince  declar’d,  were 
more  fatal  and  dangerous  than  the  Difeafe  it- 
felf.  I  fpeak  not  this  to  prejudice  People  in 
other  Cafes  againft  Surgery,  but  only  in  fhis,v 

wherein 
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wherein  I  never  knew  manual  Operation  do 
any  Service.  But  I  will, S  for  the  prefeot; 
difmifs  this  Man  $  after  I  have  noted  one  Dis¬ 
covery  that  he  hath  obliged  the  World  with| 
well  worthy  himfelf :  It  is  in  his  fir  ft  Chapter* 
where,  in  his  learned  Account  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  Names  of  this  Difeafe,  and  their 
Etymology ,  p.  6.  he  Aides  in  this  curious 
Remark,  that  a  little  Pig  comethof  an  Old  Sow, 
Now,  that  a  Pig  cometh  of  a  Sow,  moil  Pea- 
pie  know  •,  but  that  it  muft  be  from  an  old 
Sow,  is  what  neither  the  Etymology  of  the 
Word,  nor  the  Nature  of  the  thing,  requires. 
For  the  firft,  Goldman1  s  Di&ionary.  if  he  knows 
fuch  a  Book,  would  have  given  fuffieient  Sa¬ 
tisfaction.  As  for  the  latter,  how  unskilful 
foever  old  Wives  may  be  in  Medicine,  yet  i 
doubt  not  but  they  could  have  fet  him  right 
In  this  Phenomenon,  Tho5  this  Man  defpifeth 
Old  Wives  Medicines ,  I  can  allure  him,  the  fa¬ 
mous  Do&or  Willis  thought  himfelf  beholden 
to  an  old  Woman  for  curing  him  of  a  violent 
Bleeding  at  the  Nofe,  which,  at  times,  had 
troubled  him  many  Years,  whereof  he  could 
never  free  himfelf ;  until  flie  ,  accidentally 
coming  into  the  Room  where  he  was  bleed¬ 
ing,  told  him  the  Medicine ;  which,  to  my 
Remembrance,  was  one  Angle  Plant.  But 
to  pafs  by  this  Man's  Contempt  of  old 
Wives  Medicines  *,  I  wonder,  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Gaynam ,  a  School  mailer,  was  not  more 
correct  in  this  Author's  Orthography,  than 
to  fuffer  him  to  print  Alcalious  for  Alkali - 
ms  Medicines*  Surely,  neither  of  them  very 
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well  underflood  the  Derivation- of  the  Word 
. [Alkali, ,  which  in  Ghymiitry  fignifies  a  fixed 
Sale  taken  from  the  Herb  Kali. 

The  laft  Perfon  to  whom  I  mull  pay  my 
Obligations,  is,  indeed,  a  Man  of  Learning 
and  Judgment  *,  and  he  thinks,  it’s  Objedion 
enough,  that  lama  Quack . 

I  do  not  know  what  Provocation  I  have 
given  him,  (  unlefs  that  I  cured  one  of  his 
Patients  almoft  blind  of  both  Eyes  with  the 
Evil )  and,  therefore,  as  he  is  a  Man  of  Abi¬ 
lities,  I  would  beg  the  favour  of  him,  that,  at 
his  Leifure,  he  would  oblige  the  World  with 
a  Diiquifition,  whether  the  Foundation  of  Phy« 
flck  was  not  firfl  laid  in  Empericifm .  I  know, 
indeed,  the  Rationalifb  have,  at  all  Adven¬ 
tures,  charg’d  the  Empericai  Tribe  with  Ig¬ 
norance,  Unskilfulnefs,  and  the  like  :  feutyfet, 
with  me,  it  feems  a  QuefHpn,  whether  it  be 
not  mamfeft,  that  more  tifeful  Remedies  have 
been  brought  to  Light  by  them,  than  all  the 
Productions  of  Learning  and  Philofophy  a- 
p>e  re  mount  unto.  Cdfus ,  a  Wife  Man,  as  well  as  a 
medics.  Phyfician,  (  fpeaki’ng  of  the  Empericai  Sedls 
of  Phyficians)  hath,  long  fince,  acknowledg’d, 

that  Medicines  and  Cures  were  firfl  found  out 9 
and  afterwards  the  Reafons  and  Caufes  difeo - 
verd  :  not  the  other  Way  that  the  Caufes  firfl 
extracted  from  the  Nature  of  Things^  gave  Light' 
to  the  Invention  of  Remedies.  Much  to  the  fame 
purpofe ,  fpeaketh  that  excellent  Phyfician, 
Doctor  Thomas  Fuller ,  It  was  not  fpeculative 
Philofophy  and  fine  flan  Hypothefes ,  but  Experi¬ 
ence  and  Obflrvation  that  taught  us  the  Vje  of 

Remedies 


Remedies.  The  Honourable  Efquire  Boyle  frank* 

|y  acknowledged,  that  in  all  thofe  Places 
where  thete  is  lead  Learning,  there  the  moft 
and  belt  Specificks  have  been  found  out,  becaufe 
(faith  he)  fuch  Perfons  having  no  other  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Medicine,  than  what  the  Light  of  Na¬ 
ture  helpeth  them  to,  have,  thereby,  brought 
to  Light  feveral  Remedies,  which  Nations  of 
greater  Learning  and  Politenefs  are  wholly 
Ignorant  oft  The  Men  of  Medicine  in  the  Voyage 
Baft  and  Weft-Indies,  are  meer  Quacks,  to  be  chap.  34; 
fure,  to  our  Engtifh  Phyficians.  And  yet  Lin -  LawfonV 
choten  for  the  one,  and  Lavofon  for  the  other,  aft 
fures  us, that  they  not  only  cure  their  own  Coun 
try-Men,  but  ours  to.  Now  to  take  op  more  rojjnJU 
than  thefe  Premises  *,  I  think, there  teems  fome 
Reafon  to  infer  from  them,  that  extraordina¬ 
ry  Remedies  are  not  always  (if  they  are  ever) 
the  Fruits  and  Effefts  of  extraordinary  Lear¬ 
ning, much  lefs  of  being  Graduated  in  a  Profef- 
lion.  And,  therefore,  till  this  Matter  is  bet¬ 
ter  clear’d  up,  I  cannot  be  of  Opinion,  that 
any  Man  being  call’d  a  Quack  by  a  M*  D.  is  a 
juft  Obje&ion  againft  his  Ability  of  Cu¬ 
ring  any  particular  Diftemper.  The  Honour¬ 
able  Efquire  Boyle ,  the  Reverend  Mr.  John 
Ray,  and  fome  others,  tho*  no  profefs’d  Phy* 
licians  or  Surgeons,  have,  by  their  Writings, 
done  great  Service  to  both.  And,  therefore,  pre/m  t& 
what  Mr.  Thomas  Fern  envioufly  fuggeftetb,  the  King’s 
is  falfe,  viz.,  that  the  Knowledge  of  either  Evil perfe* 
of  thefe  Sciences  is  above  the  Sphere  of  other  cur  % 

Mens  Capacities  as  to  internal  Remedies ,  and 
beyond  their  Reach  as  to  manual  Operation 
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poQor  Wagftaff,  a  Divine  in  this  City,  ancj 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Manfel  of  Northamptonshire, 
the  one  for  Phyfick,  and  the  other  for  Surgery, 
have  given  full  Proof  of  their  great  Abilities 
and  Succefs  in  each  ;  not  to  mention  fome  o- 
thers  of  the  Clergy  in  the  Country,  who,  to 
the  great  Comrort  and  Satisfaftion  of  their 
poor  indigent  Neighbours,  pra&ife  both : 
Therein  following  the  Example  of  their  blefTed 
Mailer  ^  who,  as  he  made  the  Soul  the  pecu¬ 
liar  Object  of  his  Heavenly  Doftrine,  fo  he 
like  wife  heal’d  the  Difeafes  and  Infirmities 
of  Mens  Bodies.  And  they  who  confider 
the  great  Influences  which  the  various  Dif- 
pofitions  of  our  Bodies  have  over  the  Qua¬ 
lities  and  Operations  of  the  Mind,  will  foon 
be  convinc’d  ,  that  a  Man  ought  to  under- 
ftand  natural,  as  well  as  moral  Caufes  and  Ef- 
fe&s,  and  join  Divinity  and  Phyfick  together. 
IV e  lay  this  down  for  a  certain  Maxim ,  Q  faith 
the  Divine  Hippocrates ]  that  Difeafes  of  the  Bo~ 
dy  will  hardly  be  conquer'd  by  any  Medicines ,  un- 
lefs  the  Min d  be  in  a  State  of  Tranquillity,  and 
g  ain  the  Aj Cendant  over  the  Pajfions  ;  that  fo  the 
turbulent  Spirits  may  recover  their  primitive  Har~ 
many  and  fiepofe. 

But  not  to  detain  you,  Sir,  any  longer 
with  thefe  trifling  Bickerings }  as  I  envy  no 
Man's  Learning,  Titles  or  Abilities,  fo  I  take 
all  poffible  Care  to  make  no  Man  angry  or  un- 
eafy  at  the  Good  God  has  enabled  me  to  do  ; 
refilling  all  Patients  fo  long  as  they  are  under 
the  Care  ©f  others,  whether  Phyficians  or 
Surgeons,  and  Ihould  be  glad  to  hear  they 
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meet  with  better  Succefs  elfewhere.  That  Mr*  Ser - 
great  ArtiH  I  before  fpoke  of,  is  of  Opi-|^ 
nion,  that  moft  of  thofe  Difeafes  mention’d  wileman. 
in  his  Chirurgicai  Treatife,  do  participate 
of  the  Evil  :  I  know  not  whether  one 
might  entirely  fubfcribe  to  that  great  Man’s 
Judgment  in  the  Matter,  but  this,  I  believe, 
nauft  be  allow’d,  that,  with  us,  very  few  Fa¬ 
milies  are  wholly  clear  of  it  •,  fo  that  ifs  to 
be  fear’d,  there  will  be  Work  enough  for  all. 

The  Leaving  out  thofe  many  Cures  which 
you  faw  in  the  Two  former  Impreffions  of  this 
Letter,  (befidesa  confiderable  Number  which 
I  had  once  refolv’d  to  annex  to  this)  I  muft 
ask  your  Pardon  for  ^  becaufe  I  find,  Perfons  of 
Subftance  and  Figure  in  the  World  are  not 
willing  it  fhould  be  made  Publick  that  they 
have  had  this  Difeafe,  left  it  fhould  prejudice 
their  Families :  And  even  fome  of  the  numerous 
Poor  whom  I  have  cur’d,^m,have  been  very 
unwilling  to  expofe  themfelves.  I,  therefore, 
think  fit  to  wave  that  Method,  and  to  leave 
all  who  defire  Satisfaction  of  my  Succefs, 
to  thofe  private  Direftions  I  am  always  rea¬ 
dy  to  give  upon  the  leaft  Demand,  there  be¬ 
ing  fcarce  any  Place  in  or  about  this  City,  or 
any  County  in  England. ,  where  Men,  Women 
and  Children  frich  and  poor)  may  not  be  found 
to  teftify  their  Cures  by  this  Method,  whereof 
I  have  given  you  this  fhort  Account. 


F rom  my  Houfe  in 
Sherburne-lane, 
near  Lombard- 
ftrect.  * 


I  am^  SI  R,  Tours. 
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Advert  ifement. 

Ik  Companion  to  the  Altar,  Ihewing  the 
f\  Nature  and  Neceffity  of  a  Sacramental 
Preparation^  in  order  to  our  worthy  receiving 
the  H  ly  Communion ,  wherein  thofe  Fears  and 
Scruples  about  Eating  and  Drinking  unworthily , 
and  incurring  our  own  Damnation  thereby ,  are 
proved  groundlefs  and  unwarrantable  :  Unto 
which  are  added,  Prayers  and  Meditations  pre¬ 
parative  to  a  Sacramental  Preparation ,  according 
to  what  the  Church  of  England  requires  from 
her  Communicants.  The  6th  Edition.  By  With 
Vickers y  M.  A. 

The  'prefent  and  future  Advantages  of  a 
peaceable  and  quiet  Temper,  recommended  in 
a  Sermon.  By  William  Vickers ,  M.  A. 

Ghriftian  Supports  under  the  Troubles  of 
this  World,  to  comfort  and  fuccour  all  thofe9 
who  in  this  tranfitory  Life  are  in  Trouble ,  Sor - 
roWy  Needy  Sicknefsy  or  any  other  Adverfity  }  un¬ 
to  which  are  added,  Prayers  and  Meditations 
fuitable  for  all  Perfons  affli&ed  in  Mindy  Body% 
or  Efiate .  The  id  Edition.  By  William  Vic - 
ierSy  M*  A. 

Thefe  fold  by  Edmund  Barkery  at  the  Bible 
and  Grown  in  Lombard-ftreety  near  Stocks - 
Market* 
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